THE  GULF  OF PEARLS

only prophet, and count their centuries from the date of
his flight more than six hundred years after the time when
Christ lived upon the earth. One link between the two
great religions is that the Christian rings a bell at the top
of a tower when the hour of prayer draws nigh, and the
Muhammadan climbs a tower to call his flock to worship
by word of mouth.

"Many years ago, when Muhammad was still alive, his
zealous followers living in the village you see before you,
decided, in religious fervour, to erect another mosque.
They discovered that the only builder worth his salt was
a Christian. But as the mosque was important for their
well-being, they grudgingly gave the contract to the
Unbeliever. It was all very well for them to say they did
not like a Christian to build their mosque, but what of his
feelings? He was not particularly keen on working for
Muhammadans. Religious intolerance being what it was,
he was unpopular. Indeed, he was told that if he re-
fused to work of his own free will, he would be forced to,
and might be tortured to death into the bargain. Any-
how, they would not pay him, let him understand that at
the outset.

"cOh, well/ thought he; cit is all in the day's work,
I suppose. I must make the best of a bad business/

"He started to build the mosque. For a time all went
well, and the Muhammadans decided that they wanted
him to build more mosques. Time enough to kill him
later. The mosque completed, he began upon the minaret,
which rose slowly; ten feet, twenty feet, to the first balcony.

" 'One for the Father,' murmured the Christian as he
laid brick upon brick.

"Another fifteen feet, and came a second balcony,

" 'One for the Son,3 thought he, as the tower mounted
higher.

"He downed tools at dusk as usual, and trudged home.
As soon as it was dark, out he went again. Arriving at the